ABSTRACT

The Colorado River is the lifeblood of the
southwestern United States and northwestern
Mexico, supplying water to over 40 million
people and nourishing highly productive
agricultural areas, but since 2000 the storage
in the major reservoirs — Lake Mead and Lake
Powell — have plummeted to levels not seen
since shortly after their initial construction.
Despite a century of infrastructure and i
nstitutional development, the river faces an
unprecedented challenge of overuse
compounded by drought and climate change.
Furthermore, all previous agreements on how
to manage shortages will expire in 2026.

This seminar will explain the historical context
leading up to this crisis, share recent research
revealing the shocking magnitude of response
required alongside proposed new operational
policies, and describe the innovative model-
driven approach being taken by Colorado
River managers to reach a consensus that is
expected to lead to new national and
international agreements. The task is daunting,
but failure is not an option.




